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The impact of bushfire on carbon and nutrient stocks as well as albedo in the 
savanna of northern Ghana 
 

Bushfires are an important ecological factor in tropical savannas. This study 

assesses the role bushfires play with regard to the carbon and nutrient fluxes in the 

savanna ecosystem of northern Ghana. Long-term repeated bushfires lead to 

serious losses of nitrogen with subsequent land degradation and to the release of 

considerable amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, which could affect 

the regional and even the global climate. 


