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Microsatellite development and application in pigeonpea (Cajanus cajan 
(L.) Millspaugh) 

 

Pigeonpea plays an important role as a major legume crop in the arid and semi-

arid tropics. Development and utilisation of molecular markers in pigeonpea 

breeding would be a valuable asset. This study describes the development of 

152 new microsatellite markers as a first step towards initiating marker-assisted 

techniques in pigeonpea. Suitability of the new markers in distinguishing 

pigeonpea accessions and revealing relationships among wild genotypes, new 

and old varieties is further demonstrated through cluster analysis.  The markers 

developed in this study will be useful in genomic studies of pigeonpea and 

closely related species.  


