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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this study is to explore, the various facets of Collective Action and its role in development, with a special focus on water issues and watershed management. A case study of Wanjulshet village in Ahmednagar district of Maharashtra has been studied to provide a field level empirical background to the theoretical aspects of the study. A comparative perspective is also provided from the other watersheds in the area within IGWDP. The ways to identify a community as a geographic unit or as a community of interests or as a client system depends mainly on the nature of the goal of study.  The community so identified here, was then studied in terms of its social, cultural economic and political realities through appropriate methods, for e.g. past records, data available with individuals, the local NGO and groups in the village community. Data was collected from the field gathering information about the problems related to watershed development by interaction with the community as well as other resources of the area to understand the macro-level linkages. The community’s perception of the problem and the dynamics of the problem situation were closely observed. The village community’s use of democratic and collective values in problem solving process is an exemplary demonstration of looking upon people as resources and involving them in planning, implementation, evaluation and creation of such structures to ensure follow up of the initiated developmental tasks. The encouragement of local leadership emerged as an integral part of the programme. 

Taking into consideration the above points, a concrete plan of action with respect to the issue of watershed development could be visualized. To start with, the facilitating organization must be in a position to form working relationship with individuals and groups in the community at various levels and also with others like volunteers, experts, politicians and donors and establish linkages between them. The actual process of implementation of the project is carried out by the villagers themselves and includes a range of activities. such as identifying resources- both human and material, mobilizing resources, fund raising for the partial expenses and getting people prepared for the ensuing task. 
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