Terms of references (JPA)

Junior Professional Associate

World Bank - SDN - ARD

Context

The agriculture and rural development department of the Africa Region of the World Bank has, over the years, developed and expertise in the field of non traditional agricultural exports (NTAEs).  In many Commodity Dependent Developing Countries, there is a need to diversify away from base agricultural commodities (coffee, cocoa, cotton) because of price instability.  In most ACP countries,, experience has shown that a most promising diversification is toward high value agricultural products, where suitable agro-climatic conditions and the availability of cold chain logistics allow for the commercial production. The conditions for successful development of marketing chains in these high value crops have been largely documented and the respective specific roles of stakeholders clearly defined: private sector (production and marketing, management of specialized infrastructure), public sector (building relevant heavy infrastructure in cold chain logistics, fruit terminals, providing the necessary regulatory environment etc.).  Additionally, there exists an increasingly important role played by professional associations.  The European Union, having recognized the World Bank expertise has recently entrusted the Sustainable Development Network (SDN) with the implementation of the Agriculture diversification component of a € 45 million commodity program.  The initial disbursement to a multi-donor trust fund is slated to become available in July 2007.  In order to strengthen its core team of specialists, the World Bank is looking to recruit a team composed of a Senior Agribusiness Specialist and a Junior Professional Associate (JPA) to implement the EU agricultural diversification component of the program.

Specific duties and accountabilities

The candidate will be posted with the Technical Unit within the Agriculture and Rural Development department of the Sustainable Development Network of the Africa Region in the Bank  S/he will ensure liaison with the ARD units in the EAP (for Pacific countries and the LAC (for Caribbean countries) regions.  He/she will initiate and execute project activities pertinent to the implementation of the program.

· Initiation of necessary analytical work in the fields covered by the Component, recruitment of consultants, monitoring of their work until delivery of corresponding reports;

· Analysis of NTAE supply chains diagnosis of weak or missing links and their logical translation into project components;

· Communication and liaison with Bank’s operations in ACP countries: a number of pertinent activities will come in support of existing operations. This involves developing and maintaining a good working relationship with both the Bank’s Task Team Leader and the manager of the Program Implementation Unit in the various ACP countries;

· Organization of technical and training workshops including the identification of appropriate resources and training experts;

· Design of pertinent activities in line with the Component’s objective and ability to move them through from concept to implementation stage;

· Launch and technically support local level planning, strategy formulation and implementation of activities, in keeping with project requirements and annual work plans;

· Preparation of proposals for mobilization of additional resources including the unallocated resources available through the EU program.

Qualifications, knowledge and experience

· Advanced degree in business, agribusiness or agricultural economics;

· A minimum of 3 years of experience,

· Applicants must be age 28 or less at Entry on Duty.
· An analytical ability at value chain analysis and its translation into practical recommendations for developing countries;

· Experience in working for international organizations, on the design of agricultural marketing or agribusiness projects and their implementation;

· Familiarity with the World Bank project cycle and the related administrative and financial procedures;

· Excellent writing, presentation and communication skills in Both English and French

