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Funds for research on the Amu Darya Region in Central Asia

The Volkswagen Foundation has approved the funding of a research project, as proposed by ZEF, with a total amount of 400,000 € for a three year period.

The project on “Local governance and fragile statehood” along the transboundary Amu Darya River will start in April 2005. The international research team, consisting of six members, will investigate the relationships between formal (state-run) and informal (community based) institutions, focusing on the dimensions of security, jurisdiction, administration as well as natural resources management. The Amu Darya River borders Afghanistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

The project leader Prof. Hans-Dieter Evers, Director of the Department of Political and Cultural Change at ZEF, explains: “Until the beginning of the 20th century, the whole region belonged to the Emirate of Bukhara. Thus, analysing historical trajectories in the region will also be of interest within the scope of the project. The aim is to show how traditional institutions have been developing in different state structures after the end of the Emirate. An additional and more current aspect of the research is the impact of cross-border activities”.

Dr. Conrad Schetter, Afghanistan expert at ZEF, will be in charge of the project’s overall coordination. He emphasizes the political relevance, expected to emerge from the research: “Due to state reconstruction activities in Afghanistan, many German soldiers are on mission in various places within our research area, as in Termez in Uzbekistan as well as in the Afghan cities of Kunduz and Fayzabad. However, there is still a lack of thorough knowledge of the roots of local political mechanisms. And this knowledge is essential for the process of state-building, especially regarding the relationship between the state and its periphery.”
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