contact
Center for Development Research (ZEF)
University of Bonn
Genscherallee 3
53113 Bonn, Germany
e-mail: presse.zef@uni-bonn.de

Department of Poli�cal and Cultural Change
Ac�ng Director: PD Dr. Eva Youkhana
Phone: # 49 (0) 228 / 73-1971
e-mail: oﬃce.zefa@uni-bonn.de
Department of Economic and Technological Change
Director: Prof. Dr. Ma�n Qaim
Phone: # 49 (0) 228 / 73-1861
e-mail: abeck@uni-bonn.de
Department of Ecology and Natural Resources Management
Director: Prof. Dr. Chris�an Borgemeister
Phone: # 49 (0) 228 / 73-1865
e-mail: s.aengenendt-baer@uni-bonn.de

Policy dialogue and advice

ZEF provides advice to policy-makers, business,
ins�tu�ons and non-governmental organiza�ons on
issues of development policy.

Financial support

ZEF’s main funders are: The German Federal Ministry
for Economic Coopera�on and Development (BMZ),
the German Federal Ministry of Educa�on and
Research (BMBF), the German Academic Exchange
Service (DAAD), the German Research Council (DFG),
the German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture
(BMEL), the State of North Rhine-Westphalia, the
German Federal Ministry for the Environment,
Nature Conserva�on, Building and Nuclear Safety
(BMUB), the European Commission (EU), the Robert
Bosch Founda�on, the Volkswagen Founda�on,
Founda�on ﬁat panis, the Alexander-von-Humboldt
Founda�on and many more organiza�ons as well as
various governments through support for some of
our doctoral students.
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Information
in
brief

ZEF is an interna�onal and trans-disciplinary scien�ﬁc
research ins�tute at the University of Bonn which
started its research ac�vi�es in 1997.
ZEF’s overall goal is to contribute with its research
and educa�on to enhancing sustainable human
development and comba�ng poverty in Asia, Africa,
and La�n America. ZEF also strives to strengthen
interna�onal development research and therefore
cooperates closely with researchers and experts in
the ﬁelds of development policy and coopera�on
from all over the world.

ZEF’s research areas are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Agriculture, land use, climate change
Water resources (management)
Biodiversity
Food and nutri�on
Health
Gender
Migra�on, mobility and urbaniza�on
Governance and conﬂict
Markets and services
Innova�on and science policy

research

Capacity building

ZEF has three research departments focusing on:

ZEF has a strong focus on human, academic, and
ins�tu�onal capacity building. Following up on
its long-term research ac�vi�es, ZEF has been
establishing capacity development partnerships with
academic ins�tu�ons and networks in its world-wide
research regions over the years.

•
•
•

Poli�cal and cultural change
Economic and technological change
Ecology and natural resources management.

The three departments are interconnected by
crosscu�ng research themes: Land, water, food and
energy; Health, nutri�on and ecosystems; Governance,
conﬂicts, and natural resources; Mobility, migra�on and
urbaniza�on; Markets and public services; Innova�on,
knowledge and science policy. Disciplinary research is
conducted within our departments and projects. New
research projects and proposals for doctoral theses have
to ﬁt into ZEF’s research agenda.
ZEF applies an integra�ve and trans-disciplinary research
approach. Natural and social scien�sts devise research
ques�ons and solu�ons together with economists and
in close coopera�on with local partners.
Trans-disciplinary research bridges the gaps between:
• Disciplinary research ﬁelds
• Research and poli�cs
• Research and prac�ce
ZEF is running research projects in Africa, Asia and La�n
America.

With its doctoral program “Bonn Interna�onal
Graduate School for Development Research” (BIGSDR), ZEF educates new genera�ons of academics as
well as decision makers for interna�onal development
policy. Its interna�onal and interdisciplinary set-up
and its size make this program unique in Germany and
Europe.
Doctoral students at ZEF complete their theses in
3.5 years on average. Around 140 doctoral students
par�cipate in the program at any �me, with an intake
of 20-30 new students per year. More than 700
students from around 100 countries have taken part
in the program since its incep�on in 1999, forming a
world-wide network of alumni.

