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EDITORIAL 

This is the first edition of the 
Info Flash of the SDC Focal 
Point for Rural Development. It 
provides flashlights and new 
documents on rural develop-
ment issues, and informs on 
rural development activities 
within SDC. 

The Info Flash will appear 
approx. 4 times per year and is 
distributed by e-mail. Two of 
the editions will appear also in 
print within the magazine Rural 
Development News (the succes-
sor of the BeraterInnen News 
published by LBL). 

The Info Flash is a part of our 
promotion strategy to establish 
the Focal Point as a useful, not 
to be missed, platform for cur-
rent rural development issues.  

For the Focal Point Manage-
ment Team 

Andreas Gerrits, Willi Graf, 
Giancarlo De Picciotto, Lukas 
Rüttimann  

 

 

 

WHAT IS THE FOCAL POINT FOR RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT? 

Most readers by now have heard about the SDC Focal Point for Rural Devel-
opment. For those who have not, we recommend a visit to the FP’s web plat-
form at www.sdc-ruraldevelopment.ch. Here we just repeat the very basics: 
The FP is a joint initiative of SDC’s thematic divisions to revive the discourse on 
rural development and provide cutting edge information on current issues. It is 
mainly addressed to actors of SDC and its partner organisations. It aims at ef-
fective management of knowledge, learning and joint work across sectors, 
thematic specialisations, and globally dispersed programmes and partners.  

KEY SERVICES OF THE FP 

Here a selection of the services provided by the FP are presented: 

Coffee Shop. The coffee shop provides space for web-based thematic de-
bates. Currently debates on Skill Development in Rural Areas and Value 
Chains in Rural Development are running. We would like to encourage you 
to come up with suggestions and mobilise people for further discussions. On 
the coffee shop page you find information on how to initiate a discussion. 

Information Desk. At the information desk you can get answers on your cur-
rent challenges in rural development, and links to people and organisations 
that have experience in particular rural development issues. We cordially invite 
you to make use of this service. Though this service is new, it has high utility 
potential – thus, see for yourself whether you get useful answers. 

Rural Development Briefing. A face-to-face service for professionals from 
partner countries (primarily NPOs in COOFs and staff of partner organisa-
tions) visiting SDC head office is being developed. The service offers the visi-
tors the opportunity for a two to four hours exchange on rural development 
topics with specialists within SDC head office. This enables on the one hand an 
exchange in which both sides can learn from each other, and on the other 
hand enhances the personal links between field and head office staff working 
on similar topics. Interested? Contact sdc-ruraldevelopment@sdc.net or the 
management team for further information.  

Bookshop. The bookshop is a central resource of the FP. On the one hand it 
makes remarkable resources from international sources on current rural de-
velopment topics available. On the other hand it offers a showcase for stories, 
articles and other documents on practical experiences and innovative ideas 
from SDC programmes and partners. Its contents are continuously being fur-
ther developed. Some thematic sections are still rather empty, others provide 
already a lot of useful materials.  

 

 

http://www.sdc-ruraldevelopment.ch/
http://www.skilldevrural.net/
http://www.sdc-valuechains.ch/
http://www.sdc-valuechains.ch/
http://www.sdc-ruraldevelopment.ch/index.php?userhash=183172&lID=2&navID=51
http://www.sdc-ruraldevelopment.ch/index.php?userhash=183172&navID=145&lID=2
mailto:sdc-ruraldevelopment@sdc.net
http://www.sdc-ruraldevelopment.ch/index.php?userhash=183172&lID=2&navID=48


 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE BOOKSHOP 

Here we present two bookshop sections which are al-
ready well stocked, as well as a few individual publica-
tions which provide useful reading.  

Value chains and marketing. The section on value 
chains and marketing provides a wide range of docu-
ments, from tools and methods over practical experi-
ences of SDC programmes to theoretical background 
information. 

Rural finance. This bookshelf is also well stocked with 
basic papers by SDC, useful documents from other 
sources and a range of links to other sites with impor-
tant resources on rural finance. 

……………………………………………………………….. 

Biodiversity and development: strategic approach. 
This document addresses the issue of integrating biodi-
versity into development cooperation policy and prac-
tice. Although this paper (which was published in 2001) 
is not an official SDC paper, it is now used as the SDC 
guideline for work on biodiversity-related issues.  

Rural finance: recent advances and emerging les-
sons, debates, and opportunities. This report (by the 
Ohio State University) examines lessons about rural fi-
nance and provides useful guidelines on how to expand 
and make more effective the provision of rural financial 
services.  

Measuring empowerment in practice: structuring 
analysis and framing indicators. There is much talk 
about empowerment and many programmes have it as 
a main goal, but how can we understand progress to-
wards this goal? This brand new World Bank working 
paper outlines a framework for analysis and provides 
examples of its application, partly from rural areas.  

Making business service markets work for the poor in 
rural areas: a review of experience. This paper by the 
Springfield Centre seeks to look at the extent to which 
concepts and principles of BDS market development are 
helpful in enhancing access of poor people in these ar-
eas to know-how and other services, based on practical 
experiences, and it identifies some key implications for 
external interventions to develop services in weakly inte-
grated areas. 

Addressing poverty through local economic and en-
terprise development. This paper by the Natural Re-
sources Institute (NRI) reviews some of the current litera-
ture on LED with particular attention paid to rural areas 
and small and intermediate urban centres. 

The notion of accompaniment. In this document the 
Village and Farm Forestry Project in Bangladesh pre-
sents the notion of "accompaniment" - a form of coach-
ing which puts the target people really in the driving 
seat, and contrasts it with participatory approaches 
where the development workers remain in the driving 
seat.  

Commercialisation vivrière paysanne, marchés ur-
bains et options politiques au Burkina Faso. This 
document is the final synthesis report of a joint research 
project supported by SDC, which investigated the com-
mercialisation of food crops, and makes recommenda-
tions on policies to favour an intensification of commer-
cial food crop production and to improve the supply of 
cereals to urban areas. (in french). 

METHODS AND LEARNING 

Outcome mapping is increasingly used as an innova-
tive project cycle management approach which focuses 
on behaviour changes as outcomes of development in-
terventions instead of static results. OM also emphasises 
continuous learning from experiences made along the 
implementation pathway. What does this mean in prac-
tice? IDRC (International Development Research Centre) 
has developed a various materials on OM. “The chal-
lenges of assessing development impacts” briefly de-
scribes OM. The manual “Outcome mapping – build-
ing learning and reflection into development pro-
grams” is for those who want to know more. For more 
information on outcome mapping contact Daniel Ro-
duner at the Swiss Centre for Agricultural Extension and 
Rural Development (LBL). 

Power Tools. This site (by IIED) presents a range of tools 
which can be used by marginalised people and their al-
lies to influence natural resource policy. These tools ad-
dress power asymmetries between marginalised and 
marginalisers.  

LINK TIPS 

Livelihoods Connect is DFID’s theme site (managed by 
IDS) where you find answers to all those questions on 
sustainable livelihoods which you always wanted to ask 
but never found time. Besides information resources it 
provides tools and learning materials, discussions on 
hot topics, practical lessons learnt, a section on liveli-
hoods in relation to policies, institutions and processes, 
as well as an enquiry service including answers to FAQ 
(frequently asked questions). 

http://www.sdc-ruraldevelopment.ch/index.php?userhash=183575&navID=79&lID=2
http://www.sdc-ruraldevelopment.ch/index.php?userhash=183575&navID=123&lID=2
http://www.wcmc.org.uk/biodev/reports/SAinside.pdf
http://www.ruralfinance.org/servlet/BinaryDownloaderServlet/23579_Rural_Finance__Recen.pdf?filename=1124460569258_Nagarajan_Meyer_RuralFinanceReview_Final_July2005.pdf&refID=23579
http://www.ruralfinance.org/servlet/BinaryDownloaderServlet/23579_Rural_Finance__Recen.pdf?filename=1124460569258_Nagarajan_Meyer_RuralFinanceReview_Final_July2005.pdf&refID=23579
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTEMPOWERMENT/Resources/41307_wps3510.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTEMPOWERMENT/Resources/41307_wps3510.pdf
http://www.sdc-ruraldevelopment.ch/resources/resource_en_12.pdf
http://www.sdc-ruraldevelopment.ch/resources/resource_en_12.pdf
http://www.sdc-ruraldevelopment.ch/resources/resource_en_16.pdf
http://www.sdc-ruraldevelopment.ch/resources/resource_en_59.pdf
http://www.sdc-ruraldevelopment.ch/resources/resource_en_59.pdf
http://web.idrc.ca/en/ev-26586-201-1-DO_TOPIC.html
http://web.idrc.ca/uploads/user-S/10945665201om_pamplet_final.ppt
http://web.idrc.ca/uploads/user-S/10945665201om_pamplet_final.ppt
http://web.idrc.ca/openebooks/959-3/
http://web.idrc.ca/openebooks/959-3/
http://web.idrc.ca/openebooks/959-3/
mailto:daniel.roduner@lbl.ch
mailto:daniel.roduner@lbl.ch
http://www.policy-powertools.org/
http://www.livelihoods.org/


Developing Markets for Business Development Ser-
vices. This inter-agency website for the exchange of in-
formation on service markets (co-financed by SDC) is 
dedicated to systemic approaches: developing whole 
markets for services, to maximise scale and outreach. 
You will find information from over 100 agencies, work-
ing in over 70 countries. While the site is not specifically 
dealing with rural issues, you find there many resources 
that are useful in rural contexts. 

Regoverning Markets. This is the site of a collaborative 
research project which analyses the growing concentra-
tion in the processing and retail sectors of national and 
regional agri-food systems and its impacts and implica-
tions for rural livelihoods and communities in diverse 
countries and regions. You find here studies, research 
documents and other papers produced within the frame 
of the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT AT SDC HEADQUARTERS 

Skill Development in Rural Areas (SDRA). Within the 
frame of the on-going internet Community of Practice 
on skill development in rural areas (see above) a face-
to-face workshop was organised by E+I (Employment 
and Income Division). The workshop documentation is 
available on the SDRA website (main materials) and on 
a CD-ROM (all materials) which can be ordered at 
SDC’s Employment and Income Division or at the 
Swiss Centre for Agricultural Extension and Rural De-
velopment. A state-of-the-art paper which summarises 
the insights gained so far will be available shortly. 

Services by thematic divisions’ competence centres. 
Various thematic divisions of SDC  mandate external 
competence centres to support them in specific fields. 
Some of these centres have special competences in par-
ticular rural development fields. These mandates also 
include ad-hoc advice to the thematic divisions’ clien-
tele. This means that you can address relevant questions 
directly to the centres which have the required expertise. 
In the following table you find a list of the competence 

centres, mandated by the E+I and NRE divisions and the 
conditions for advice. Questions which do not fall under 
these themes you can address to the Focal Point 
Information Desk. 

Employment and Income 
 Financial services  Intercooperation, Isabelle Dauner 
 Skill development  KEK, Matthias Jäger 
 Rural development  LBL, International Department 

The centres are authorised to give you advice taking up to 
half a working day directly; for advice requiring up to 2 
days the centres need prior approval by E+I; advice of more 
than 2 working days is not possible within the frame of these 
mandates. 
Natural Resources and Environment 
 Sustainable resource management and sustainable re-

gional development  Centre for Development and 
Environment (CDE) 

 Information search services on agriculture, forestry and 
natural resource management  Inforesources (free 
of cost for SDC staff und partner organisations) 

Costly and time consuming services may have to be ap-
proved by NRE. For details contact Willi Graf. 

 

Agri-pessism or agriculture as a driver for pro-poor 
growth? There is a continuous controversy among de-
velopment thinkers on the role of agriculture in pro-poor 
growth. A new paper produced within the frame of a 
large multilateral initiative on Operationalising Pro-Poor 
Growth concludes that agricultural development and 
more broadly rural development can play important 
roles in pro-poor growth. On the initiative of the gov-
ernance and E+I divisions a presentation-cum-
discussion on this topic took place. The presentations of 
the event can be obtained from the Focal Point team. 

A LIVELY FOCAL POINT? IT NEEDS 
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS! 

Although the web platform of the Focal Point for Rural 
Development is a service by the thematic divisions at 
SDC, its success ultimately depends you, on your con-
tributions to, and utilisation of what the Focal Point 
has to offer. 

We, therefore, heartily encourage you to utilise the plat-
form and its services, and to contribute your experiences 
and ideas or launch your initiatives - be it in the form of 
a discussion in the coffee shop or in the form of an arti-
cle on your experiences with new ways of doing things.  

Have a look at the web platform and give us sugges-
tions for improvements. Tell us what needs to be avail-
able on the site so that you would visit it regularly (1 x 
month or so). Propose topics on which you would con-
sider a package of materials helpful.  

http://www.bdsknowledge.org/dyn/bds/bdssearch.home
http://www.bdsknowledge.org/dyn/bds/bdssearch.home
http://www.regoverningmarkets.org/
http://www.skilldevrural.net/
mailto:sabine.brueschweiler@deza.admin.ch
mailto:daniel.roduner@lbl.ch
mailto:daniel.roduner@lbl.ch
http://www.sdc-ruraldevelopment.ch/index.php?userhash=221059&navID=145&lID=2
mailto:idauner@intercooperation.ch
mailto:jaeger@kek
mailto:eza@lbl.ch
http://www.cde.unibe.ch/
http://www.cde.unibe.ch/
http://www.inforesources.ch/
mailto:willi.graf@deza.admin.ch
http://www.rdxxl.org/docs/ARD_and_Pro-poor_growth_-_complete_draft_4.doc
http://www.rdxxl.org/docs/ARD_and_Pro-poor_growth_-_complete_draft_4.doc
mailto:sdc-ruraldevelopment@sdc.net
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