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Rational Choice, Language and Representations of Inequalities and of Discriminations. A Study of Skin Colour Declarations in Contemporary Brazil
In Brazil skin colour declarations are influenced by individuals\' socio-economic characteristics. To analyze this phenomenon I conducted a nine-months field research (2006-2007) in two enterprises located in São Paulo city. I link Economics and Sociology to identify the motivations and the mechanisms of skin colour declarations. The Brazilian skin colour mosaic is here taken as a whole. I underline the fluidity of the definitions of categories and of categorization processes. The cor [colour] becomes a concept per se and I describe a relation of chromatic dependency. I explain some elements which are linked to declarations and which are usually implicit. Then I built a chromatic mobility model to explain the construction of these declarations. I underline that the consistency of skin colour declarations given different classifications hides a modification of skin colour categories\' definitions through a change in the effective distribution of individual\'s socio-economic variables. Then I study the possibility to have a racial calculus equation to instrument the variable \"skin colour\" in econometrical applications in the case of an endogeneity problem. Finally I question what is analyzed with inequality and discrimination measurements, because the interaction between rational choices (declarations) and language (basis of the declarations) underlines the representational aspect of these measures rather than a pure link with individual physical materiality.
